
Fireworks 
Scheduled for Eve 
of Independence 

 We're happy to announce that 
we will be launching fireworks for 
our Eve of Independence 
Celebration on Friday, July 3 at 
9:30 p.m.  Fireworks will be 
launched from behind the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  
As of this printing, we encourage 
everyone to celebrate in 
accordance with CDC guidelines 
and the Governor's executive 
orders.   

 While we're disappointed that 
we won't have a band or other 
activities, we are looking forward 
to celebrating our nation's 244th 
birthday! 
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Private Parties Available at                    
Sipe Center & Mini-Golf 

While Sipe Center and Mini-Golf are not open to the public, yet, we are 
very happy to offer both spaces for private party rentals.  As of this writing, 
we are limiting party groups to 10 or fewer guests.   

At Sipe Center, you 
can reserve the theater for 
a private film viewing 
(bring the Blu-ray or 
DVD that you’d like to 
show) or bring a video 
game system to play on 
the big screen.  The cost 
is $200 for your group of 
10 for two hours of video 
games or the viewing of 
your movie.  The private 
party includes all-you-can 
eat popcorn and drinks. 

At Mini-Golf, you and 
nine guests can have the 
18-hole mini-golf course 
to yourself for two hours. 
Cost is $100 which 
includes two pizzas.   

Private parties can be 
booked through July 3.  
We are following all of the 
CDC sanitizing guidelines 
for your safety and that of 
our staff.   

For more information and to book a party, please call B-Connected at 
908-4212.   

Your group of ten can watch a movie, play a 
video game on the big screen, or enjoy two 

hours of mini-golf (below) 

Yard Sale Day Cancelled 
 The Community Yard Sale Day that had been scheduled for June 13 has been cancelled.  We will make a 
decision on the fall yard sale day later this summer.   



Bill Payment Options  
 While the Treasurer’s Office reopened to the public on May 20, we still encourage people 
to pay their bills:  

  At our drop box (pictured, right) located behind the Bridgewater Community Center.  
You can deposit checks or cash, but please put them in envelopes with your name and 
home address written on the envelope (the drop box is emptied several times daily);   

 Through the mail (Post Office Box 72); or 

 Using our online bill-pay function at bridgewater.town. 

 Questions?  Please call B-Connected at (540) 908-4212. 
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Our drop box,  

located behind the  

Community Center. 

Parks Update 
 While we continue to comply with CDC recommendations and Executive Orders issued by the Governor, we 
have temporarily closed some of our recreation facilities.  The list below outlines specific closures.    

 To prevent the risk of spreading germs, all playground equipment 
remains closed to the public.  Park bathrooms will be reopened on  
June 6 and will be open from noon to 6:00 p.m. every day of the week 
(Extending the hours further would be difficult given the requirement 
that bathrooms be cleaned every 120 minutes.)  

 Park shelter reservations may be made for gatherings after June 10.  
Appropriate social distancing will be required.  

 Sandy Bottom Mini-Golf and the Doug Will Tennis Center remain 
closed, at least through July 3.  Please see bridgewater.town and our 
Facebook page for updates.      

 Sipe Center is also closed, at least through July 3.  (We will be glad to refund patrons’ ticket price for 
cancelled shows, though our 501(c)(3), Sipe Center Live!, would gratefully accept the ticket price as a 
donation.  Let us know.)  At this time, all other shows remain scheduled.  Please visit sipecenter.com and 
our Facebook page for updates on future shows.   

 All other public parks are open, according to their normal schedules.  Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.   
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Bridgewater’s Culture 

 When asked why Bridgewater is a great place to live, most folks 
are quick to point to our parks, our neighborhoods, our schools, and 
similar staples of modern life.  Those are all perfectly fine answers, 
but there is also something more subtle at work:  the Town’s 
culture.  Understanding the culture is important, because we on the 
Town staff try to embody it and reflect it back to you. 

 I see it as a culture of humility.  Unlike the chest-thumping 
arrogance which prevails elsewhere, there is a sense here that we are 
all small players in the cosmic equation.  As such, none of us has 
special status, entitlement, or privilege.  Understanding that we’re 
not intrinsically “better” than anyone else makes it easier for us treat 
others with respect and to uphold the human dignity of all those we 
encounter. 

 To some extent, of course, I’m bragging about you, but because 
the staff has tried to adopt this same culture, I am also offering you 
assurance of what you can expect from us.  In a world with too 
much hate and injustice, our pledge is to be respectful and to be an 
instrument of justice.  For us, it boils down to four simple rules. 

 First, we will respect all persons with whom we come in contact.  
All of us on this earth are human beings entitled to dignity. 

 Second, there are no exceptions to the first rule.  It applies 
regardless of race, religion, sex, age, political views, or wealth.  It 
applies to the amiable and to those who are pains in the lower 
anatomy.  It applies to lifelong residents and people just passing 
through. 

 Third, we will follow the law.  We don’t break it ourselves, and 
we don’t sanction others breaking it.  (By the way, if you believe we 
have violated the law, it is vital that you tell us, though you 
Facebook grumblers should be aware that my dog is perfectly legal.)  
The law is decidedly imperfect, but to disrespect it is to disrespect 
the democratic process. 

 Fourth, if someone breaks the law or is otherwise antisocial, we 
may need to become stern.  It isn’t all peaches and cream out there, 
but even when confronting wrongdoing, we won’t violate the first 
rule. 

 These, then, are the lessons you have taught us.  They are what 
you have a right to expect from every person who works here.  We 
are far from perfect, but we try to follow your example a little better 
each day. 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

“Understanding that we’re not intrinsically 'better'  than anyone 
else makes it easier for us treat others with respect and to 

uphold the human dignity of all those we encounter.”  

Treasurer’s Office  
 For the last several months the Town 
has been converting over to new 
accounting and billing software.  What this 
means for you is that in July you should see 
a new version of your utility bill.  It also 
means that for those of you who pay online 
you will need to set up new accounts 
through the new online portal.   

 During the months of June and July we 
will keep both payment portals open, 
allowing time for the transition.  To set up 
your new online account, you will need 
your new account number and a 
personalized WIPP ID, which has already 
been assigned to you.   Please contact the 
Treasurer’s Office, at 908-3399, to obtain 
this new information.   

 This is an exciting and long anticipated 
conversion!   The Treasurer’s Office staff 
has been working hard to ensure a smooth 
transition, but as with any change there 
may be bumps along the way.  Please be 
patient as we continue to strive to make 
Bridgewater better every day.   

Sanitation Proposal 
 The staff has made a proposal to the 
Council concerning trash, vegetation, 
recycling, and large item collection.  The 
overall purposes are to (i) automate trash 
collection to reduce injuries, (ii) streamline 
recycling but also accept more types of 
materials, (iii) combine vegetation with 
household trash, because the landfill now 
treats them identically, and (iv) continue 
with monthly large-item collection.  The 
proposal would decrease the household 
sanitation fees slightly.  For a proposal 
summary, call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Electronic Meetings 
Town Council will continue to hold 

meetings electronically.  Please visit 
bridgewater.town for more info.  Citizens 
who wish to comment can send an e-mail 
to meetingcomment@bridgewater.town.  
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June 9 ...................... Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
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Follow Up:  Dry River Road 

 We have continued to make good progress on the 
Dry River Road project these past few months.  As we 
move on from utility 
relocation, we have advertised 
the project and will be 
receiving bids through      
June 18.   

 Once we award a bid—
and receive all of the 
necessary VDOT approvals to 
proceed—we expect to begin 
construction later this 
summer.   

 This project will install a 
sidewalk on the west side of 
Dry River Road, bicycle lanes, and drainage 
improvements along the corridor.  By next summer, 
we hope to have this project completed.   

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Local 
Postal Customer 

Upcoming Events 

July 3 ............................................. Eve of Independence 

B-Connected:  908-4212 
Calls to B-Connected are answered 24-7, 365 days a year.  (Actually, 366 this year.) 

In case of an emergency, please dial 911. 

While Sipe Center remains closed      
to the public due to COVID-19, we are 

available for private party rentals.    

Please follow us on Facebook & 
sipecenter.com for updates, or call     

B-Connected at 908-4212 


